In 2005 the Government of Trinidad and Tobago was represented at the first strategy meeting for the Virtual University of the Small States of the Commonwealth (VUSSC). This meeting was convened to map out the strategic intent for VUSSC and to obtain the cooperation of participating countries for an implementation plan. The agreement - The Singapore Statement was signed by 22 Commonwealth Countries classified as small states (physically/economically) who thereafter became the founding members of VUSSC.

This was a pivotal moment for the Commonwealth of Learning (COL)
, which for three years prior had been party to the discussions at the Ministerial level (Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers -  CCEM) on the creation of a virtual university. COL was given the responsibility to coordinate the actions leading to the implementation of VUSSC.  True to the spirit of learning in the knowledge era, what was created was neither a physical structure nor a university, by traditional definition. VUSSC has no administrative buildings, neither classrooms nor staff.  What exists, however, is just as tangible to all participating small states.

� The Commonwealth of Learning is an intergovernmental organization created by Commonwealth Heads of Government to encourage the development and sharing of open learning/distance education knowledge, resources and technologies.





